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trades unions are partly individual and partly social, while
citizens* unions for the most part address themselves to
social problems, though they may aim at humanitarian ends
as well. For instance, benevolent associations are, as a rule,
bodies of citizens brought together by certain local and
political relationships. Even here, however, individual ends
have a certain amount of influence. Most associations of a
beneficent or political character would soon die of inanition
if their members, and especially their leaders, were deprived
of the hope of getting influence and position. So long as the
general object remains in the ascendency, such a co-operation
of egoistic motives is not necessarily objectionable; but, of
course, it involves a danger that should not be underestimated,
and that must be counteracted, in himself and in others, by
every member of such an association. Finally, all spheres
of human interest are comprehended within the scope of
societies for the promotion of culture. Such societies, if we
understand the word culture in its broadest sense, may
take for their objects all kinds of intellectual interests, those
of religion, art and science; and their activity is usually
directed towards the realisation at once of individual, social
and humanitarian ends.

r

Property associations form the lowest grade in the series.
Their immediate aim is always egoistic. The individual
hopes to find a more effective way of getting rich by
associating himself with others and applying the common
capital to some profitable enterprise. Social advantages
may be indirectly gained under some circumstances, for
such collective undertakings are not infrequently directed
towards matters affecting the public welfare. In particular,
they sometimes aid and sometimes prepare the way for the
public activities of the State- But it is evident that the
natural condition of affairs where such enterprises are started
is for the persons who are associated in the scheme to be